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curtain between them, which is withdrawn when their hands
have joined. In the Irani form of marriage a picturesque
feature is the search for the bride, an obvious reminiscence of
primitive marriage by capture. Seven venerable men with
lighted candles go round the assembly, in which the presence
of a great many children is de rigueur^ inquiring who has
seen the bride. Needless to say, they take care to begin at
the end farthest from where she sits. When discovered, she
is asked whether she is willing, and the candles are then
dashed out. All subsequent questions, the asking and answer-
ing of which occupy quite half an hour, are taken in her name
by a male friend, who sits opposite the bridegroom on a dais
with the two priests, and a best man3 who sits behind the
bridegroom and holds a pomegranate over his head. When
all is satisfactorily concluded, the bride joins her husband on
the dais to receive presents and congratulations.

It will not be forgotten that the repudiation of celibacy as
a religious ideal is complete.1 In former times the Parsis
were badly tainted with the Indian evil of child-marriage, but
this has now been escaped. Economic conditions are indeed
tending to postpone marriage rather late, and a serious reduc-
tion of the birth-rate is likely to accelerate the diminution of
the community. The only marked difference between Parsi
marriage law and our own is that a childless wife may urge
her husband to take a second wife, both of them continuing to
live with him.2 How far sexual vice prevails among the Parsi
men, it is impossible to assert. There are many who deplore
its rapid spread, but others think there is no evidence for any
such generalization. The proud claim is made that among
their women the profession of vice is unknown. It must of
course be remembered that in contrast to Hinduism, with its
sacred prostitutes and its obscene emblems on temples and
cars, and to Islam, with its legalizing of concubinage, Parsi
religion forbids all impurity with hardly less emphasis than

1 See above, p. 113 f,                          2 This custom is now illegal.